Translating Sustainabilities between Green Niches and Socio-Technical Regimes.

A role for green niches has risen to prominence in the environment and innovation literature. These niches are spaces where
networks of actors experiment with, and mutually adapt, greener organizational forms and eco-friendly technologies. In this
paper two green niches in the UK are considered: eco-housing and organic food. The analysis of niche-regime relationships
reveals the importance of processes by which practices translate between the different socio-technical situations in the niche
and the regime.

Stragetic niche management is concerned with institutional embedding and the quality of learning. Institutional embedding is
first about the niche entraining complementary technologies and necessary infrastructures. Second it involves the
development of robust, widely shared expectations and finaly, an influential niche enlists a broad network of actors. The
quality of learning is about the wideness of the learning and the second-order learning, what takes a step back and questions
the values and assumptions that frame the configuration of that practice, and draws deeper reflections about the underlying
approach. Transition management recovers a role for niches, but the precise relations between niche and regime sill requires
further analytical attention.

The argument of this paper is that a focus upon the translation of socio-technical practices between niche and regime will
further help theory development. In addition to identifying opportunities for niche-regime connections, we need to
understand the connecting processes how these reconfigure developments in niche and regime. Therefore first the
contrasting socio-technical practices in niche and regime are described for the eco-housing and organic food niches and then
the socio-technical translation issues between the niches and the regime are described.
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The literature on green niches must pay greater attention into niche-regime interaction. There are three different kinds of
translation:

1. Translating sustainability problems, i.e. how problems in the regime inform the guiding principles creating the niche
2. Translations that adapt lessons, i.e. reinterpreting elements of socio-technical practice in the niche and inserting them

into regime settings or modify the niche with the lessons learnt about the regime
3. Translations that alter contexts, i.e changes that bring the regime closer to the situation that pertains in the niche, or
vice versa.

Niche idealists and regime tensions are very important. Committed individuals and groups in the case studies were central to
the creation of both green niches, and persisted despite periods of mainstream indifference and despite the difficulties of
enrolling resources. But it has to be taken into account that translation is rarely a process between equals. Regimes enjoy a
highly embedded and influential position. Green niches, by contrast, are of the poorly embedded and lessons disputed.



	Translating Sustainabilities between Green Niches and Socio-Technical Regimes.

